
 
 

    
 

  

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

The Society for International Development and The Institute for Social Accountability condemn the overnight arson 

and vandalism at the NiShowPower concert and voter registration drive last night. Like other civic organisations and 

prominent artists, we have lost thousands of shillings worth of property. The destruction of equipment and voter 

education materials has effectively blocked the thousands of young Kenyan men and women from registering to 

vote today. 

The fact that it took place on the University of Nairobi grounds a few weeks after a controversial and violent student 

election should not be lost. The country is slowly losing the democratic space to have credible and effective elections 

months from the next General Elections. Left uninterrupted, the escalating violence shall leave many Kenyans unable 

to run party campaigns, seek election and vote for the leaders of their choice. 

Young men and women present a very powerful source of democratic energy. To vote is a powerful expression of 
patriotism and active citizenship. The space to register voters, especially youth voter is a pre-condition for a 
democratic society. To influence Kenya, all Kenyans need to register to vote, speak up and act in the public 
interest. Young people are no exception. We call on the state, IEBC, all political parties and civic education 
organisations to quickly come together and interrupt this spiral to violence. 
 

Irũngũ Houghton 
Society for International Development Associate Director 
+254733635354 

Wanjiru Gikonyo 
The Institute for Social Accountability Director 

+254722718302 
Sunday 15th May 2016 

 

For more background, contact: Mathias T. Kinyoda | Mobile 0723 424 802 | Email: mkinyoda@sidint.org 

 
 
Notes: 

1. Youth representation at all levels of governance is now a constitutional requirement 
2. Only a handful of the 3,000 young men and women who ran in the 2013 general elections were elected 
3. The costs of inequalities and corruption leave the youth jobless, hopeless and locked out of services 
4. Youth must vote and stand in great numbers to secure their future 

 


